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The Unity Walk Against Gun Violence began on a beautiful, sunny Saturday morning as people united to walk 2.05 miles, 
holding posters and a banner sending a message to the community to stop the gun violence.  Youngsters also participated. 

Pastor Keith Norman of First Baptist Broad hosted the Unity Walk Against Gun Violence 
The Baptist Broad staff and other volunteers assisted in making the event the second 
largest Unity Walk Against Gun Violence.

MPD Chief C.J. Davis thanks the crowd for their participation in the Walk, reminding 
citizens that the Memphis Police Department is there to help and keep communities safe.

District Attorney Amy Weirich speaks to the crowd before the Unity Walk Against Gun Violence. 

Memphis Shelby Crime Commission reports on the second largest Unity 
Walk Against Gun Violence; What you can do to have a peaceful community 

By the  Memphis  Shelby  
Crime Commission  

 
MEMPHIS, TN., Sept. 4, 2021- 
This past weekend over 510 
people walked in our 5th Unity 
Walk Against Gun Violence. We 
were particularly honored to 
have Coach Penny Hardaway 
participate and speak to the im-
portance of this critical issue.     
 The fifth Walk Against Gun Vi-
olence was held Saturday, August 
28th, beginning and ending at 
First Baptist Broad Church.     
 More than 500 supporters, from 
all over Memphis and Shelby 
County, united for a call to action 
against gun violence. 

 
 Many people have asked us how 
a walk can help reduce violence. 
Obviously, a walk can’t. But if 
you care enough to show up, you 
care enough to go home and do 
something that will help reduce 
violence. We won’t see results 
from the walks or anything else 
that is being done daily unless 
and until the entire community 
steps up and gets involved. What 
can you do? Here is a list of ideas 
— in no particular order: 
•Start a Neighborhood Watch 

program for your street – or join 
one if it already exists.  
•If you are a parent — know 
where your kids are. Know who 
they are with and what they are 
doing. 
•If you see something suspicious, 
call 545-COPS (2677). 
•Is there a gun in your home?  

o Is it kept out of reach of chil-
dren? 
 Have you taken a gun safety 
class?  
•Do not leave your keys in your 
car. Too often a violent, deadly 
horrific chain of events is traced 
back to an unattended car with 
keys in it.     

Start a Neighborhood Watch 
program for your street – or 
join one if it already exists. 

Pastor Keith Norman of First Baptist Broad, UofM Men’s Head Basketball Coach Penny Hardaway, District Attorney  
Amy Weirich, Memphis Police Department Chief C.J. Davis were among those leading walk for safer neighborhoods

If you live in the city, know 
what precinct you live in. In-
troduce yourself to the colonel 
of the precinct and ask about 
ways to get involved in your 
community.   

• If you live in the city, know 
what precinct you live in. Intro-

duce yourself to the colonel of 
the precinct and ask about ways 
to get involved in your com-
munity.   
 
• Know who your state represen-
tatives and senators are and their 
position on public safety issues  
•Become a mentor.  

If you see something suspicious, call 545-COPS (2677).

All photos on this page are courtesy of the Memphis Shelby Crime Commission.

 
Watch for The Mid-South Tribune’s 27th Annual Black History Month Special 

 Edition  in  February 2022. The Mid-South Tribune’s motto remains: 
 “ Where there is no vision, the people will perish.”

On August 26th, the University of Memphis Men's Basket-
ball Coach Penny Hardaway joined District Attorney Amy 
Weirich and others for a press conference announcing the 
fifth Unity Walk Against Gun Violence.  Both Hardaway 
and Weirich were among those who walked ‘against gun vi-
olence’. 


